


Hohenstein Institute
America Goes to India

According to the US Department of State, the trade relationship
between the United States and The Republic of India is of
significant importance to both countries. In 2009, the US
imported almost $20B worth of goods from India with textiles
and apparel being the major categories. In an effort to help
Indian manufacturers better understand how to successfully
participate in the US apparel market, representatives from
Hohenstein Institute and the International Oeko-Tex® Association
traveled to meet with textile companies in Coimbatore, Mumbai,

Chennai, and New Delhi.

Sam Moore, Managing Director of Hohenstein Institute America,
participated as an expert on the American market. He shared
critical information on the textile safety expectations of the US
market including new CPSIA regulations for children’s products
and retailer and AAfA RSL compliance. Moore demonstrated
that obtaining the Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 certification helped
textile product producers meet the complex legal and

consumer-driven demands of the US market.

“Indian producers recognize the importance
of the American textile market and are
committed to serving the market effectively and
responsibly,” said Moore. “Indian producers
want to understand the regulatory changes in
the US, how to work effectively with US retailers,
and the best way to comply and deliver safe,

clean products to the American market.”

Raimar Freitag., General Secretary of the Oeko-Tex® Association
in Zurich, presented as well. His speech was entitled
“Oeko-Tex® Certification: The Silent Seller”. Freitag built the case
for Oeko-Tex® certification as a highly respected, global mark
that reassures brands, retailers, and consumers that products

meet the strict textile safety requirements worldwide.

Other presenters included Dr. Manfred Hartmann of the
Hohenstein Textile Testing Institute in Germany and Jacob Kutty

and the staff of the Hohenstein offices in India.
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“It was a great pleasure to host our EU and American
colleagues,” stated Jacob Kutty, Managing Director of
Hohenstein India Pvt. Ltd. “The attendance at these events
demonstrates that Indian manufacturers are eager to
understand and comply with the legal and market requirements
and how the Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 and Oeko-Tex® Standard
1000 certifications provide immediate credibility to operate in

the American markets.”
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