


moisture. The active ingredients are then released on schedule. 

For the medical textile industry, this patented structure opens up 

a broad range of interesting prospects. 

Thanks to comprehensive research and development of ideas 

from conception through to market-readiness, Hohenstein’s 

Institute for Hygiene and Biotechnology, headed by Prof. Dr. Dirk 

Hoefer, has a strong track record for creating meaningful new 

medical textile products. Another inspiration for Hohn is being 

able to help those who are suffering. That is why he has donated

Hohenstein’s Gregor Hohn
Wins 2009 textil+mode
Innovation Award
Hohenstein Institute scientist, Gregor Hohn, is the winner of the 

2009 textil+mode Innovation Award in the Innovative Textiles 

category. This prestigious award recognizes outstanding 

contributions by young scientists and designers.

Hohn, a trained biologist, joined Hohenstein’s Institute for 

Hygiene and Biotechnology in 2007. He received the 

textil+mode Innovation Award for creating innovative types of 

therapeutically-active textile wound compresses for treating 

chronic wounds. 

Hohn and his team developed unique wound compresses 

that provide scheduled releases of different active ingredients. 

The wound compresses not only protect but deliver medicine 

to improve healing. To maximize absorption of the active 

ingredients, special hollow cellulose fibers are used as depot 

fibers capable of holding the accurate doses of therapeutically-

active substances. The filled fibers are freeze dried. Enzymes 

infused in the wound compress cause the cellulose fibers to 

decay in a specific way when they come into contact with
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Says Hohn, “I am very happy about the 

textil+mode Innovation Award. This success 

could not have been achieved without the

cooperation of my team and Hohenstein

Institute’s support. The most stimulating aspect 

of this project was the applied research in close 

conjunction with the product development.” 

a portion of the prize money to a medical aid organization.

2009 textil+mode Innovation Award winners (from left): Gregor 
Hohn, Hohenstein Institute (Category: Innovative Textiles), 
Elisabeth Holzer (Textile Design), Michael Sontag (Fashion Design)

Save The Date!
December 14, 2010
Hohenstein Institute America will host a symposium to discuss 

the latest work at the interface of textiles, biotechnology 

and medicine. The symposium will be held on December 14, 

2010, at the North Carolina Biotechnology Center in Research 

Triangle Park, NC.


