
P R O D U C T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Healthy human skin is densely populated with microorganisms, which contribute to 
the barrier function of the skin as natural skin components. In case of an excessive 
effect of antibacterial textiles, critics see a possible negative influence on the healthy 
human skin flora. The negative effect on the skin barrier should be excluded in 
advance. Confirmed by our label.
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Skinflora neutral
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This test is particularly suitable for

• Textiles worn close to the skin
• Sportswear, underwear, wellness and functional textiles
• Clothing for sensitive persons such as allergy-sufferers, 

pregnant women, infants, invalids or the elderly 

Description

The practice-oriented examination is based on a standardized model of a human skin flora,     
in which germ colonization, topography and milieu properties of a healthy skin are simulated. 
Therefore the model uses germ types of the body-own microflora of a human epidermis. The 
effect of the samples against these germs is analyzed quantitatively on the artificial skin/skin 
flora over a contact period of 18 hours and assessed against internal controls or an identical 
material without antimicrobial activity. If no significant germ reduction appears within this 
wearing/exposure period, the textile is regarded as “safe” with respect to effects towards the 
human skin flora.



Customer benefit
• Product optimization during development
• Consumer safety
• Proof of efficacy
• Advertising impact

Marketing Instruments – Labels and Certificates

On passing the test, the product may be awarded the Quality Label “Skinflora neutral”. 
Prerequisite for the award of the label is the passing of the preliminary test for antibacterial 
effectiveness according to DIN EN ISO 20743.

Test sample requirements

General

• Test samples can cover an entire group of articles. Please contact us for further 
information.

• Please indicate adequate names and specific denotations of the sample          
(composition of material, article number, washing cycles etc.) 

Quantity of material

• At least 20 cm x 30 cm / 25 g

Duration of the test

• Generally 3-4 weeks; the date will be confirmed after receipt of the test sample 

Test criteria

• Reduction by 2 log steps for both test germs (S. aureus, K. pneumoniae) according to 
DIN EN ISO 20743 

• Reduction <1 log level in both test germs (S. epidermidis and M. luteus) in skinflora
neutral test


